physiological tests. It contains a small proportion of chloretone, which acts as a preservative. The patient should always be kept in the recumbent position when this drug is employed.
It is suitable both for hypodermic and for oral administration, the former method leading to more prompt physiological action than the latter. The dose is stated to be 0-5 to i-o c.c. hypodermically, followed at short intervals by doses of 0-25 c.c., until the pulse rate is reduced to nearly normal. It is further stated by the makers, Messrs Parke, Davis By the depressing action of jervine upon the heart muscle and upon the vaso-motor centres, veratrum viride lowers the arterial pressure, in the beginning slowing the pulse by a direct influence of jervine upon the heart muscle and by the stimulating influence of veratroidine upon the pneumogastric nerve, but later increasing the rapidity of the pulse by paralysing the pneumogastric nerve (veratroidine), and probably also by some action upon the heart muscle (jervine).
"Chiefly, if not solely, through a centric influence, it causes violent vomiting, and, in rare cases, when there is in it an excess of veratroidine, purging. On the motor side of the spinal cord it acts as a powerful depressant, but is without influence upon the cerebrum, the motor nerves, and the muscles. Probably, on account of the vaso-motor paralysis which it produces, favouring an increase of heat dissipation, it decidedly lowers animal temperature, a fall of as much as four or even more degrees sometimes occurring in the poisoned lower animals before death."
